
Monument Square 
 

 
 
Monument Square is the setting for Portland’s most impressive work of public art, the Civil War 
memorial Soldiers and Sailors monument.  The sculptures were created by native Portland sculptor 
Franklin Simmons in his Rome, Italy studio.  The base is the city’s only 
design by famed architect Richard Morris Hunt, the first American architect to 
attend the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris.  The monument sits on the site of 
Portland’s first City Hall and public market.  The buildings surrounding the 
square include a row of fine Victorian era commercial structures (above), the 
city’s first skyscraper - the Fidelity Building of 1910, and the 1979 Portland 
Public Library, which was the last International Style public building built in 
the U.S.  The 1970’s Maine Way project converted the center of the square 
and the section of Middle Street between Congress and Free Streets into a  
pedestrian-only area. 



William Hammond Heirs Block 
 
The William Hammond Heirs Block is one of many Congress Street buildings 
that show how residential development was followed by conversion to 
commercial usages.  The original house was set back from the street and the 
change of use involved an addition to the front that brought the building out to 
the sidewalk, as was typical of these conversions.  In this case, the 1857 
Italianate style house is still clearly visible behind the 1880 Queen Anne style 
commercial addition by Portland architect Francis Fassett. 
 
 
 
 



City Hall 
 

 
 

Portland City Hall sits on the site of Maine’s first 
State House (1820 – 1832).  Built of granite from 
North Jay, Maine, it is the third City Hall to stand 
on the site.  The previous two were lost to fires in 
1866 and 1908, respectively.  The current Beaux 
Arts style structure was designed by the noted 
New York City architectural firm of Carrere & 
Hastings.  John Calvin Stevens’ local architectural 
firm oversaw construction, which was completed 
in 1912.  It is one of the city’s most distinguished 
architectural landmarks. 
 
 
 

 
 



First Parish Church 
 
 
 
First Parish Church is the 
city’s oldest house of 
worship.  Built in 1825, it 
replaced a Colonial era 
wooden structure.  Other 
than the addition of a 
complimentary Parish 
Hall on the east side of 
the church in the late 19th 
century, the building and 
its site are remarkably 
unchanged.  As the last 
active church in the 
district, it is a reminder of 
a time when nearly a 
dozen churches were the 
tallest structures along 
the Congress Street 
corridor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Longfellow Square 
 

 

 
 
 
 
The cast-bronze Henry Wadsworth Longfellow statue was commissioned to memorialize America’s 
most famous 19th century poet, who was Portland’s native son.  It was created by Portland-born 
sculptor Franklin Simmons in his Rome, Italy studio.  The granite pedestal was designed by Portland  
architect Francis Fassett.  The square itself is 
surrounded by 19th century buildings, most of which 
were built as homes before being converted to 
commercial use by the 1920’s.  Originally, State Street 
passed on both sides of the statue.  In the 1970’s, a 
landscaped pedestrian area on the east side of the statue 
was created, and traffic restricted to the west side.  In 
2005 the square was redesigned to create additional 
pedestrian space and landscaping. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



West End of Congress Street District 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The section of Congress Street at the western end of the district is characterized by large single-
family residential structures designed by leading Portland architects of the late 19th century.  Many 
were converted to commercial usage by the 1920s, a continuation of a development pattern that 
started in the vicinity of Monument Square in the 18th century - with residential development moving 
westward along Congress Street followed by conversion to commercial usage several decades later.  
At the eastern end of the district the Wadsworth-Longfellow House is the only remaining single-
family residence on Congress Street, toward the middle of the district many residential structures 
remain with later commercial additions on their fronts bringing them out to the sidewalk.  It is only 
here, at the west end of the district, that the residential buildings largely retain their original form 
and relationship to the street, although their usage is generally now commercial as in the other 
sections of the district. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Free Street 
 

 

 
 
This lower section of Free Street was rebuilt after the 1866 Great Fire destroyed earlier Colonial, 
Federal, and Greek Revival style buildings.  This was one of the few sections of the Congress Street 
Historic District affected by the fire.  As in the adjacent Old Port area, these post-fire buildings 
represent the architectural styles of the Victorian era and are largely intact with the exception of 
some storefront remodeling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Old Middle Street 
 

 
The two blocks of Middle Street between Temple 
Street and Monument Square were once a dynamic 
connection between the financial district around 
Exchange Street and the shopping district on 
Congress Street, which became a pedestrian-only 
area as part of the 1970’s Maine Way project.  The 
“flat iron” shaped Lower H. H. Hay Building at the 
intersection of Middle and Free Streets and the 
Upper H. H. Hay Building at Congress Square, both 
housing Hay’s drug stores for many decades, served 
as bookends to the heart of Portland’s downtown 
shopping and theater district.  The historic image 
(right) shows the original City Hall in Market 
Square in the distance (site of the Civil War 
monument since 1892).  The flat iron Hay building 
is on the left, at the intersection of Middle and Free 
Streets.  The buildings on the right sit on what is 
now the site of One City Center and the extension 
of Free Street to Temple Street. 
             View up Middle St. toward Old City Hall in Market Square 

 
 



 
Eclecticism 

 
 

 
 

 
As Portland’s central business district for the past century, 
Congress Street has seen more replacement of earlier 
structures by new, larger, buildings than many of Portland’s 
historic areas.  This has resulted in a uniquely layered context, 
where the growth and development of the city over time is 
documented in the buildings along the street.  The district 
contains contributing and landmark structures dating from 
1785 to the beginning of the 21st century.  A careful observer 
can walk along Congress Street from Franklin Street to 
Bramhall Square and read the history of downtown Portland 
over the past two centuries in the eclectic collection of 
buildings in the district.    
 
 
 

 



Building Scale 
 

The Congress Street Historic District is unique among Portland’s historic districts in that it exhibits widely 
divergent building heights, even within a single block.  Consistent with this recognized pattern of 
development, new buildings of even greater height can be comfortably accommodated in the mix.  For this 
reason, the height allowances established by zoning (which allows developments of 200’ + in certain 
locations) should be honored in reviewing proposals for new construction within the Congress Street district. 
 

Recent Construction 

Kimball Court, completed in 2006, is both 
distinct from and compatible with the historic 
buildings that flank it.  A clear and creative 
product of its own time, it also respects and 
scale and general composition of the abutting 
buildings. This type of design solution would 
likely meet the ordinance’s new construction 
standards.  
 
Notwithstanding the positive contribution 
contemporary structures may make to the 
district, buildings constructed within the past 
fifty years are typically classified as 
“noncontributing” structures in historic 
districts.  Federal preservation guidelines 
require that such structures be classified as 
noncontributing until such time that their 
historical, architectural, and/or cultural 
significance can be evaluated with the 
perspective of time.  As these buildings 
reach fifty years of age, their designation 
should be reconsidered. 
 
Exceptions are made for newer buildings that 
are widely recognized as architecturally or 
culturally exceptional--the Portland Museum 
of Art’s I.M. Pei wing, for example.) 
 


